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Flowchart: When is Human Research Ethics 
Committee approval required? 

Scope  All Departments  All Researchers 

Responsible 
Department & 
Position 

Research & Development – Research Manager 

Approved By 
Clinical Support Services Senior Management 
Group 

April 2018 

Authorised By 
Group Executive Policy, Strategy & Risk 
Committee 

July 2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Quality Assurance 

 

Primary purpose is to monitor, evaluate 
or improve quality of healthcare by a 

health care provider (individual, a service 
or an organisation). 

Research 

 

Widely understood to include at least 

investigation undertaken to gain 

knowledge & understanding or to train 

researchers. 

 

Consult ‘Identifying Quality Assurance 

Activities that require Human Research 

Ethics Committee Approval’ policy and/or 

contact Research Manager for guidance 

prior to activity. 

QA activity 

does not 

require 

HREC 

review. 

QA activity 

does require 

HREC review. 

There is an intention to 

submit the outcomes in 

a peer reviewed or 

professional journal. 

Obtain HREC information from: 

 

http://www.bendigohealth.org.au/World_

Class_Healthcare.asp?PageID=102 

 

Submit low risk application to HREC. 

Low risk 

research 

High risk 

research 

All research to undergo review by 

Human Research Ethics Committee 

http://www.bendigohealth.org.au/World_

Class_Healthcare.asp?PageID=102 
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